Isfahan: "Half the World"
halls of prayer extend sideways and not lengthways. The concept of the procession, the slow and solemn approach to God whose presence must of necessity be manifest, is quite foreign to Islam, where it would be considered idolatrous.
This admirable spirit of equality before God, the basic principle of Islam, is the spirit of its creator, the Arab, the free man. He was never in sympathy with the spirit of the Persian, who always allowed himself to be ruled by despots. Thus a surprising interchange took place: the Persians gave up their ancient ceremonial, lay and not religious in origin, to early Christianity and themselves took up an essentially simple form of religious worship. Their religious architecture thus reflected a spirit of equality quite contrary to their despotic traditions and very different from the civil architecture of the Empire. The adapting of Mohammedanism to the Persian national character did not come through architecture. It was left to Arab Islam to create, in Persia, a religious architecture which, with its typically Iranian forms, its characteristic iwans and its brilliant coloured domes, succeeded in conveying its idea of God with grandeur and nobility.
137idelity to tradition also find expression in the principles of Persian architecture which all spring from a native origin.   The typical Arab mosque with columns became in Persia the madrasah, based on the plan of Khorassan dwelling-houses. The caravanserai also had its origin in a very old type of village which has survived to the present day in the Khorassan oases. This was a very simple arrangement of rows of houses with domes, grouped around a large square and surrounded by a defensive wall.  The origin of baths, in their simplest form two adjacent vaulted rooms, is obvious in this country whose people first built the vault and the dome.   Sassanian ruins show that these types of building were traditional in Iran long before Islam. They  also  show  the very  conservative nature of Persian architecture.   Islam emphasised the equality of all men before God.   This is reflected in the architecture of the mosque, where the imam faces the same direction as the worshippers. The latter take their places side by side in long rows. The
